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A Guide to
DelLand’s

Black

e LAND Landmarks

BLACK
HERITAGE

Join our self-guided tours
celebrating the unique history
and varied communities
of Black citizens in DelLand, FL.
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West Voorhis Avenue Area
A. James W. Wright Building - 258 W. Voorhis Ave.
B. Washington Theater/Emmanuel Seventh-Day
Adventist Church - 254 W. Voorhis Ave. HELKHT
C. Dr. Lancaster Starke’s Office and Clinic - 206 W. Voorhis Ave. L.
D. African American Museum of the Arts - 325 S. Clara Ave. TRAIL

E. Noble “Thin Man” Watts Amphitheater and Mural - 322 S. Clara Ave.
F. American Legion Orange Baker Post #187 - 415 W. Voorhis Ave.

G. Greater Union First Baptist Church - 240 S. Clara Ave.

H. Athens Masonic Lodge No. 46 - 227 W. Voorhis Ave.

I. “The Hill” Mural - 201 W. Voorhis Ave.

East Howry Avenue Area
J. Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church - 210 E. Howry Ave.
K. Home and Office of Dr. Senator Coleman - 237 E. Howry Ave.
L. Home of Joseph Vaughn - 246 E. Howry Ave.
M. Home of Noble “Thin Man” Watts - 500 E. Howry Ave.

Other Areas
N. Former North East Jackson Gym - 420 S. Delaware Ave.
O. The Burgess Pavilion at DeLand Memorial Hospital and Veterans Museum
in Bill Dreggors Park - 230 N. Stone St.
P. Murals at Painter’s Pond - E. Wisconsin Ave.
Q. Original Spring Hill Resource Center - 910 S. Adelle Ave.
R. Greater Bethlehem Baptist Church — 333. S Clara Ave.
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West Voorhis Avenue Area

A. James W. Wright Building (258 W. Voorhis Ave.)
Established in 1920 by James Washington Wright and his
younger brother Tony, it became the business and social hub
of the African American community. It provided a grocery,
cafe, hairdresser and, on the second floor, the office of Dr.
Samuel Poole, Deland's first Black dentist.

B. Washington Theater/Emmanuel Seventh-Day Adventist
Church (254 W. Voorhis Ave.) This church was the former
Booker T. Washington Movie Theater. The theater was
entertainment central for the community. Many a romance
began here. Due to careful renovation, the theater facade
remains much like the original.

C. Dr. Lancaster Starke’s Office and Clinic (206 W. Voorhis
Ave.) The office of Dr. Starke, DelLand's beloved Black
doctor, was originally a wooden structure that was moved
back to make room for this concrete building. Businessman
James Wright had enticed Dr. Starke to move to Deland
from Alachua County, Florida in 1930.

D. African American Museum of the Arts (AAMA) (325 S.
Clara Ave.) Founded in 1994 by Irene and Maxwell Johnson to
enhance public appreciation of African American and
Caribbean American arts and culture, the museum collection
houses more than 150 pieces of art and features rotating
exhibits during the year.

E. Noble “Thin Man” Watts Amphitheater and Mural (322 S.
Clara Ave.) Built in 2002, renamed in 2004 in honor of the late
Deland jazz tenor saxophone player Noble “Thin Man”
Watts. The “jazzy” mural was painted in 2022 by Seattle
muralist Moses Sun. Many community members of all ages
were invited to help paint including Noble’s beloved daughter
Natalie. Natalie, who was named after Nat King Cole, has
fond memories of accompanying her Dad to the clubs.

F. American Legion Orange Baker Post #187 (415 W. Voorhis
Ave.) Veteran members built their building in 1954. It is very
active today supporting veterans of all wars. An outstanding
member was Delandite Lt. Charles Bailey, one of the most
decorated combat fighter pilots of the Tuskegee Airmen in
WWII.

G. Greater Union First Baptist Church (240 S. Clara Ave.)
Organized and established in 1882 as the only church in
Deland for African Americans. While originally located at a
site on Rich Avenue in downtown Deland, the church was
rebuilt in 1893 at 240 S. Clara Avenue. The beautiful white
wooden church has been known for over a century for its
Christian and community service. 3



AV 4 West Voorhis Avenue Area (cont.)

H. Athens Masonic Lodge No. 46 (227 W. Voorhis Ave.) The
lodge has met here for more than sixty years. The building
was reconstructed in 1980 by members after being destroyed
by a fire. At that time, it was common for Blacks to form their
own segregated Lodges and Legions.

I. “The Hill” Mural (201 W. Voorhis Ave.) A colorful composite
of the “unbroken chain of memories holding us together

B through the years and through the generations.” The mural
/=i celebrates the African American community’s resilience
during the time of Jim Crow laws and segregation from the
early 1900’s to the late 1960’s. A plaque with the names of
those portrayed is found at the bottom left corner.

East Howry Avenue Area V

. J. Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church (210 E. Howry
88 Ave.) This Gothic Revival Style church is on the National
Register of Historic Places. The Church was founded in 1878.
For many years it was a “vine church,” as the members met
1 under a brush arbor. The existing structure was completed
in 1907. The building was designed by the nation’s first
African-American architect, John A. Lankford.
K. Home and Office of Dr. Senator Coleman (237 E. Howry Ave.) This
bungalow was the home and office of DeLand’s first Black medical doctor,
Dr. Senator A. Coleman. He began practicing in DelLand in 1918, and
continued for nearly three decades. His nurse, midwife Amanda Worthy,
cared for convalescing patients in her nearby home.
L. Home of Joseph Vaughn (246 E. Howry Ave.) Joseph Vaughn was one of
DelLand’s earliest businessmen. His barbershop in the upscale Carrolton
Hotel, above the Dreka Department Store was one of only two Black
businesses listed in DeLand’s 1889 Business Directory. He later built a
barbershop next door at 240 E. Howry Ave. Both buildings still stand.
M. Home of Noble “Thin Man” Watts (500 E. Howry Ave.) Noble “Thin Man”
Watts was a nationally known jazz and blues tenor saxophonist. An original
member of Florida A&M University’s “Marching 100”, he later moved to
New York City to perform with the big bands.

AV 4 Other Areas

N. Former NE Jackson Gym (420 S. Delaware Ave.) Now used as DelLand Police
Athletic League Facility providing quality athletic and educational activities
and positive role models for at-risk children in the Greater DeLand Area.

O. The Burgess Pavilion at the DeLand Memorial Hospital and Veterans
Museum in Bill Dreggors Park (230 N Stone St.). West Volusia’s first hospital
for people of color established in 1930 now houses exhibits of African
American local history and a Children's Gallery.

P. Murals at Painter’s Pond (E. Wisconsin Ave.) By Courtney Canova on an
elevated wall that was once part of a rail spur. Depicts the lives of "people of
color” working in the surrounding orange groves and lumber mills.

Q. Original Spring Hill Resource Center Site (910 S. Adelle Ave.) now replaced
by Dr. Joyce M. Cusack Resource Center at 489 W. Mathis Street. The
crosswalk at Mathis Ave now features a butterfly mural by Courtney Canova.
R. Greater Bethlehem Baptist Church (333 S. Clara Ave) was organized in
1908 as an offspring of Greater Union Baptist Church of DelLand. 4




About Deland Black Heritage Tours v
Join our sidewalk-based tours

celebrating the unique history of Clara Avenues, known as

our Black citizens in DeLand, who “Wright’s Corner,” was the hub for
created for themselves thriving various businesses, medical offices, and
communities with names like Spring  apartments. The Washington Movie
Hill, Red City, Africa, Dunn’s Theater next door was enjoyed by all.
Bottom, and Yamassee. There was The Athens Masonic Lodge No. 46 and
a spirit of resilience in these the American Legion Post #187 offered
neighborhoods despite the support and various services. The faces
hardships faced during the era of portrayed in “The Hill” mural tell many
segregation. You will see churches stories.

built by their congregations, Hard times and neglect have come to
testaments to the faith-based many of these buildings, but

citizens. Local businesses thrived. revitalization, restoration and better
The Mercantile Building, at the times are coming.

intersection of W. Voorhis and S.

James Washington Wright - a DeLand Icon

In 1915, due to his success as a businessman, James W.
Wright was invited by R.R. Moton of Hampton Institute to
tell his story to the National Negro Business League in
Boston, Massachusetts. A Floridian by birth, he came to
Deland at age fifteen with $1.50 in his pockets. With little
capital but great diligence, he became a successful groves
man. He owned over 300 acres of groves abutting John B.
Stetson's. He operated a citrus packing house, shipping to
distributors who marketed his produce in New York City. His
1920's, "Wright Building" is on the National Register of
Historic Places and is being renovated to once again become
a business center and incubator to serve the Black
community.

Noble “Thin Man” Watts

A music journalist once described Noble “Thin
Man” Watts as “one of the most incendiary... fire
breathing tenor sax honkers of the 1950’s.” Noble
' Augustus Watts was born in DelLand in 1926. By
age 14 he had learned violin, but it was his brother
' David who introduced him to the tenor saxophone,
the best fit and the instrument of his success. In
New York he played jazz, rhythm and blues with

[ popular big bands and played regularly at the

”Sugar Ray Club” on 7th Avenue in Harlem. He performed at the famed Apollo
Theater with big band leaders like the great Lionel Hampton. And yes! Noble was
a thin man, tall and lanky. He died in DeLand in 2004. That same year the Noble
"Thin Man" Watts Amphitheater was dedicated in his honor. Each year Deland
hosts the Noble "Thin Man" Watts Jazz Festival.
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A. Wright Building: 258 W. Voorhis Ave.

B. Washington Theater Site

C. Dr. Starke’s Clinic: 206 W. Voorhis Ave.

D. Museum of the Arts: 325 S. Clara Ave. ?

E. Amphitheater and Mural Voorhis Ave
F. Post #187: 415 W. Voorhis Ave.

G. Greater Union Church: 240 S. Clara

H. Athens Lodge: 227 W. Voorhis Ave.
I. “The Hill” Mural: 201 W. Voorhis Ave.
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1. Begin at DeLand PAL Facility
420 S. Delaware Ave. ?
Voorhis Ave

-Vehicles may park here.

S Parsons Ave
>
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2. Explore Walking Tour sites A-|

-Cross Clara Ave. at light. W New St

-Avoid riding on Clara Ave.

-To access the Amphitheater safely use
S. Parsons Ave. and W. New St.

S Adelle
Z
S Delaware
S Clar
S Florida

1. Begin at Noble Watts’ home at 500
E. Howry and explore the Bethel
African Methodist Episcopal Church
and sites J-M on E. Howry Ave.
2. Left on Alabama (cyclists use Greenway)
3. Right on Voorhis (cross Woodland)
4. Visit Landmarks A-l1 + R
5. Right on Stone (cross New York Ave)
Left on Rich
Park to visit Burgess Museum
6. East on Rich (cross Woodland) s 3‘3%
Left on Alabama (cyclists use Greenway) 5 ¢ :
7. Proceed to E. Wisconsin Ave. to —1 s i Ak

explore Painter’s Pond murals on foot @
(not shown on map)

S Adell
)
Del
S Cl;
S Florid:
S Woodland

https://bit.ly/delandblackheritagemap Click here for interactive map




About the DelLand Black Heritage Trail Project v

The DeLand Black Heritage Trail

Project includes self-guided cycling and

walking routes connecting DelLand’s
Black heritage sites and interesting
destinations that honor African
American heritage.

Outdoor activities like walking, cycling,
exploring, socializing, and relaxing
improve health for people and their
communities. Connections created are
a catalyst to break barriers and span
social and economic divides. Historical
awareness instills pride of place, and
can be a stimulus for continued
advances.

The inaugural DeLand Black Heritage
Celebration was held April 16, 2023.
It’s a Family Street Celebration on
Voorhis Avenue between Florida and
Clara Avenues. Watch for annual
celebrations.

The project is a combined effort of the
St Johns River-to-Sea Loop Alliance,
Stetson University, West Volusia
Historical Society with other groups
and individuals. Project funding comes
from Florida Humanities, Stetson
University and other sources.

Funding and support for the street
celebration was provided by Advent-
Health, America Walks, the City of
Deland, Fred and Suze Peace, Mark
Shuttleworth, the Emmanuel Seventh-
Day Adventist Church, JCs Bike Shop,
DelLand PAL and other organizations,
businesses and individuals.

The project director is Marguerite
Ardito, President of the St Johns River-
to-Sea Loop Alliance, a DelLand-based
501(c)3 nonprofit with the mission to
advance, advocate, and protect
regional trails and increase active
equitable transportation and
recreation for all ages, abilities,
genders, and races. We believe trails,
bike/walk-friendly infrastructure, and

One of many planning meetings creating

the “DelLand Black Heritage Trail”
A few of our great team.
Left to right: Belinda Collins, Shilretha

Dixon, Vivian Campbell, Al Bouie, Kevin
Winchell, Suze Peace, Ella Ran, Ryan Flesch

active outdoor lifestyles are part of
the remedy for the social, economic,
and health problems we all face.

Special thanks to Mark Shuttleworth
whose vision and dedication to the
restoration of the James W. Wright
Building and other landmarks sparks
revitalization and hope for the area.

Thanks to DeLand Mayor Chris
Cloudman, Stetson University, the
City of DelLand, the West Volusia
Historical Society, the Dr. Joyce M.
Cusack Resource Center, the African
American Museum of the Arts,
Deland Police Athletic League,
Greater Union First Baptist Church,
JCs Bike Shop, and all our partner
organizations.

Special appreciation to Al Bouie,
Reggie Williams, Andrew Powell,
Suze Peace, Kimberly Cline, Ella Ran,
Laine Berman, Shilretha Dixon, and
so many individuals who have
generously contributed their time,
expertise and knowledge. It’s truly
been a team effort to bring this
wonderfully diverse community
closer together.
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Partners and Supporters

African American Museum of the Arts
American Legion Orange Baker Post 187
Boys and Girls Club of Volusia

The City of DelLand

Deland Police Athletic League

Dr. Joyce M. Cusack Resource Center
Emmanuel Seventh-Day Adventist Church
Florida Victorian

Greater Bethlehem Baptist Church
Greater Union First Baptist Church

JCs Bikes and Boards

Royal Temple Free Methodist Church
Stetson Baptist Church

The West Volusia Beacon Newspaper

“Funding for this program was provided through a grant from Florida Humanities with
funds from the National Endowment for the Humanities. Any views, findings, conclusions or
recommendations expressed in this publication do not necessarily represent those of
Florida Humanities or the National Endowment for the Humanities.”




